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Grade 6 
J FICTION 
☼Acampora   I Kill the Mockingbird  
When best friends Lucy, Elena, and Michael receive their summer reading list, they are excited to see To Kill A 
Mockingbird included. But not everyone in their class shares the same enthusiasm. So they hatch a plot to get the entire 
town talking about the well-known Harper Lee classic. 
 

Adler    The Dark Lady 
While on summer vacation at the seaside, twelve-year-old Irene Adler meets the young Sherlock Holmes, and his friend 
Arsène Lupin--and when a dead body floats ashore the three young friends set out to solve the mystery. 
 

Alexander   The Crossover 
Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on and off the court as 
their father ignores his declining health. 
 
Anderson   Minion 
Michael Morn is a supervillain-in-training and the adoptive son of the brilliant criminal mastermind whose sense of right 
and wrong is thrown into question when a new superhero arrives in town. 
 

☼Arnold   The Question of Miracles 
Unhappy about moving from sunny California to rainy Corvallis, Oregon, and grieving over the death of her best friend, 
sixth-grader Iris looks for a miracle and may find one in new friend Boris. 
 

Bajaj    Abby Spencer Goes to Bollywood 
What thirteen-year-old Abby wants most is to meet her father. She just never imagined he would be a huge film star--in 
Bollywood! Now she's traveling to Mumbai to get to know her famous father. Abby is overwhelmed by the culture 
clash, the pressures of being the daughter of India's most famous celebrity, and the burden of keeping her identity a 
secret. But as she learns to navigate her new surroundings, she just might discover where she really belongs. 
 

☼♪Berry   The Scandalous Sisterhood of Prickwillow Place 
Seven very proper Victorian young ladies conspire to hide a murder from the authorities at their boarding school. 
 

☼Connolly   Monstrous 
Kymera, who has a raven's wings, a snake's tail, and a cat's eyes and claws, loves the father who brought her back to life 
after a wizard killed her, but she begins to question his motives, especially after she connects with a boy in the town 
from which she is rescuing sick girls. 
 

☼Gephart   Death by Toilet Paper 
Contest-crazed twelve-year-old Ben uses his wits and way with words in hopes of winning a prize that will keep his 
family from being evicted until his mother can pass her final CPA examination. 
 

♪Harrington    Courage for Beginners 
Twelve-year-old Mysti Murphy of Texas wishes she were a character in a book. If her life were fiction, she'd know how 
to solve her problems at school, take care of her family when her dad has to spend time in the hospital, and deal with 
her family's secret: that her mother is agoraphobic and never leaves the house. 
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☼Hartnett   The Children of the King 
Cecily and Jeremy have been sent to live with their Uncle Peregrine in the English countryside, safe from the war, along 
with a young refugee named May. But when Cecily and May find two mysterious boys hiding in the ruins of a nearby 
castle, an extraordinary adventure begins. 
 

Hasak-Lowy   33 Minutes 
An epic lunch period leads to a fateful showdown as small, skinny seventh-grader Sam's former best friend--now a 
popular athlete--promises to beat Sam up at recess in exactly thirty-three minutes. 
 

☼♪Hunt   Fish in a Tree 
Ally's greatest fear is that everyone will find out she is as dumb as they think she is because she still doesn't know how 
to read. 

 
Johnson   The Life and Times of Benny Alvarez 
As his English teacher focuses on poetry during the month of October, Benny faces down the smartest girl at school 
while also navigating his friendships and a difficult family life after his grandfather's multiple strokes. 
 

☼Johnson   The Great Greene Heist 
Jackson Greene has a reputation as a prankster at Maplewood Middle School, but after the last disaster he is trying to 
go straight--but when it looks like Keith Sinclair may steal the election for school president from Jackson's former best 
friend Gabriela, he assembles a team to make sure Keith does not succeed. 
 

Kelly    Blackbird Fly 
Bullied at school, eighth-grader Apple, a Filipino American who loves the music of the Beatles, decides to change her 
life by learning how to play the guitar. 

 

☼Kessler   Has  Anyone Seen Jessica Jenkins? 
Manifesting an ability to become invisible, Jessica, along with her best friend Izzy, organizes a band of fellow students 
who also demonstrate supernatural abilities only to be targeted by an unscrupulous adult. 
 

☼♪Lai    Listen, Slowly 
Assisting her grandmother's investigation of her grandfather's fate during the Vietnam War, Mai struggles to adapt to 
an unfamiliar culture while redefining her sense of family. 
 

Larson    Pennyroyal Academy 
A girl from the forest enlists at Pennyroyal Academy, where princesses and knights are trained to battle the two great 
menaces of the day: witches and dragons. 
 

☼Maguire   Egg & Spoon 
In 1905 czarist Russia, an impoverished country girl Elena and the aristocratic Ekatrina meet and set in motion an 
escapade that includes mistaken identity, a monk locked in a tower, a prince traveling incognito, and the witch Baba 
Yaga. 
 

☼Martin   Rain Reign 
Struggling with Asperger's, Rose shares a bond with her beloved dog, but when the dog goes missing during a storm, 
Rose is forced to confront the limits of her comfort levels, even if it means leaving her routines in order to search for her 
pet. 
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Mata    Kate Walden Directs: Night of the Zombie Chickens 
Budding film director Kate Walden navigates middle school girl politics and chores on her mother's chicken farm while 
trying to become the next Spielberg. 

 
☼Messner   All the Answers 
Twelve-year-old Ava finds an old pencil in her family's junk drawer and discovers, during a math test, that it will answer 
factual questions, so she and her best friend Sophie have a great time--and Ava grows in self-confidence--until the 
pencil reveals a truth about her family that Ava would rather not know. 
 

☼Moulton   Chasing the Milky Way 
Lucy Peevey, twelve, and her best friend Cam are perfecting the robot that could win a competition, a scholarship, and 
a way out of Sunnyside Trailer Park when Lucy's mother goes off her medication and her manic-depressive disorder 
goes out of control. 
 

☼Nielson   Mark of the Thief 
When Nic, a slave in the mines outside of Rome, is forced to enter a sealed cavern containing lost treasures of Julius 
Caesar, he finds himself in possession of an ancient amulet filled with magic once reserved for the Gods, and becomes 
the center of a conspiracy to overthrow the emperor and destroy Rome. 
 

♪Pinkney   The Red Pencil 
After her tribal village is attacked by militants, Amira, a young Sudanese girl, must flee to safety at a refugee camp, 
where she finds hope and the chance to pursue an education in the form of a single red pencil and the friendship and 
encouragement of a wise elder. 
 

Polansky   Gracefully Grayson 
Grayson Sender has been holding onto a secret for what seems like forever: "he" is a girl on the inside, stuck in the 
wrong gender's body. The weight of this secret is crushing, but sharing it would mean facing ridicule, scorn, rejection, or 
worse. Despite the risks, Grayson's true self itches to break free. Will new strength from an unexpected friendship and a 
caring teacher's wisdom be enough to help Grayson step into the spotlight she was born to inhabit? 

 
☼Preus   West of the Moon 
In nineteenth-century Norway, fourteen-year-old Astri, whose aunt has sold her to a mean goatherder, dreams of 
joining her father in America. 
 

☼Pyron   Lucky Strike 
Nathaniel Harlow lives with his grandfather in a trailer park in Franklin County, Florida, and he has always been unlucky-
-but when he is struck by lightning on his eleventh birthday and survives, it seems like his luck starts to change. 
 

Rivers    Finding Ruby Starling 
Through e-mails, letters, blog entries, and movie scripts, twelve-year-old Ruth, an American girl, and Ruby, an English 
one, discover that they are long-lost twins. 
 

Ryan    Echo 
Lost in the Black Forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters and finds himself entwined in a prophecy, a promise, and a 
harmonica--and decades later three children, Friedrich in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, and Ivy in California find 
themselves caught up in the same thread of destiny in the darkest days of the twentieth century, struggling to keep 
their families intact, and tied together by the music of the same harmonica. 
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Shreiber   Game Over, Pete Watson 
When videogame obsessed Pete Watson discovers his dad is not only a super-spy but has been kidnapped and is now 
trapped inside a video game, he has to use his super gaming skills and enter the game to rescue him. And if he 
succeeds, who will save Pete from his massive crush on Callie Midwood? 
 

☼Shull   The Swap 
When seventh-grader Ellie, who is having best-friend problems, and eighth-grader Jack, who is under tremendous 
pressure from his father, switch bodies and lives, they learn a great deal about themselves and the opposite sex. 
 

♪Sloan    Counting by 7s 
Twelve-year-old genius and outsider Willow Chance must figure out how to connect with other people and find a 
surrogate family for herself after her parents are killed in a car accident. 
 

Smith    Beneath 
What waits Beneath? Pat O'Toole has always idolized his older brother, Coop. He's even helped Coop with some of his 
crazier plans -- such as risking his life to help his big brother dig a tunnel underneath their neighborhood in the suburbs 
of Washington, DC. Coop is . . . different. He doesn't talk on the phone, doesn't use email, and doesn't have friends. He's 
never really cared for anything but the thrill of being underground and Pat. So it's no surprise to anyone -- even Pat -- 
that after a huge fight with their parents, Coop runs away. Exactly one year later, Pat receives a package containing a 
digital voice recorder and a cryptic message from his brother. He follows the clues to New York City, and soon discovers 
that Coop has joined the Community, a self-sufficient society living beneath the streets. Now it's up to Pat to find his 
brother -- and bring him home. 
 

☼Sovern   The Meaning of Maggie  
Eleven-year-old Maggie Mayfield is an A-plus student with big plans for herself, but at this moment she is also facing a 
lot of problems--like starting middle school and figuring out how to help her father who is out of work and in a 
wheelchair. 
 

Yeh    The Truth About Twinkie Pie 
When twelve-year-old GiGi and her big sister DiDi move to Long Island from South Carolina for GiGi to attend a fancy 
new private school, GiGi has a new recipe for success and makes new friends, but then discovers a family secret that 
turns her life upside-down. 
 

Zehr     Project Superhero 
Join 13-year-old Jessie as she keeps a diary of her class’s yearlong research project on superheroes, which culminates in 
the Superhero Slam: a head-to-head debate battle in front of the entire school. It’s shy, comics-obsessed Jessie’s dream 
come true . . . and worst nightmare. She decides to champion Batgirl, a regular person (albeit with major talent and 
training under her utility belt), and soon Jessie wonders what it would take to be Batgirl. Will she prove to her best 
friends, Cade and Audrey, that she’s more than a sidekick? Can she take down archenemy Dylan at the Slam? 
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J FICTION/ FANTASY 
☼Black   The Iron Trial 
Warned away from magic all of his life, Callum endeavors to fail the trials that would admit him to the Magisterium only 
to be drawn into its ranks against his will and forced to confront dark elements from his past. 
 
☼Columbus   House of Secrets 
Cordelia, Brendan, and Eleanor Walker, aged fifteen to eight, must rely on a mysterious book to face the Wind Witch 
and her father, the Storm King, who have kidnapped Dr. and Mrs. Walker and brought them to a strange world of 
magic. 

 

YA FICTION 
♪Carriger   Waistcoats & Weaponry 
In her alternate England of 1851, while taking her friend Sidheag by train to her werewolf pack in Scotland, sixteen-
year-old Sophronia uncovers a plot that threatens to dissolve all of London into chaos and must decide where her 
loyalties lie once and for all. 

 
☼♪Condie   Atlantia 
Rio has always dreamed of leaving the underwater city of Atlantia for life in the Above; however, when her twin sister, 
Bay, makes an unexpected decision, Rio is left stranded below where she must find a way to unlock the secrets of the 
siren voice she has long hidden and save Atlantia from destruction. 

 
☼Ritter   Jackaby 
Newly arrived in 1892 New England, Abigail Rook becomes assistant to R.F. Jackaby, an investigator of the unexplained 
with the ability to see supernatural beings, and she helps him delve into a case of serial murder which, Jackaby is 
convinced, is due to a nonhuman creature. 
 
 

J GRAPHIC 
☼Bell    El Deafo 
Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going to school and making new friends while wearing a 
bulky hearing aid strapped to your chest? That requires superpowers! In this funny, poignant graphic novel memoir, 
author/illustrator Cece Bell chronicles her hearing loss at a young age and her subsequent experiences with the Phonic 
Ear, a very powerful--and very awkward--hearing aid. The Phonic Ear gives Cece the ability to hear--sometimes things 
she shouldn't--but also isolates her from her classmates. She really just wants to fit in and find a true friend, someone 
who appreciates her as she is. After some trouble, she is finally able to harness the power of the Phonic Ear and become 
"El Deafo, Listener for All." And more importantly, declare a place for herself in the world and find the friend she's 
longed for. 
 

Faulkner   Gaijin: American Prisoner of War 
After the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, a thirteen-year-old California boy who is half Japanese is sent to an internment 
camp. Story based on the history of the author's great-aunt. 

 
☼Hale    Nathan Hale’s Hazardous Tales: Treaties, Trenches, Mud, & Blood 
World War I set the tone for the 20th century and introduced a new type of warfare: global, mechanical, and brutal. 
Nathan Hale has gathered some of the most fascinating true-life tales from the war and given them his inimitable 
Hazardous Tales twist. Easy to understand, funny, informative, and lively, this series is the best way to be introduced to 
some of the most well-known battles (and little-known secrets) of the infamous war. 
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☼Jamieson   Roller Girl 
For fans of Raina Telgemeier's Smile, a heartwarming graphic novel about friendship and surviving junior high through 
the power of roller derby. For most of her twelve years, Astrid has done everything with her best friend Nicole. But after 
Astrid falls in love with roller derby and signs up for derby camp, Nicole decides to go to dance camp instead. And so 
begins the most difficult summer of Astrid's life as she struggles to keep up with the older girls at camp, hang on to the 
friend she feels slipping away, and cautiously embark on a new friendship. As the end of summer nears and her first 
roller derby bout (and junior high!) draws closer, Astrid realizes that maybe she is strong enough to handle the bout, a 
lost friendship, and middle school... in short, strong enough to be a roller girl. 
 

TenNapel   Nnewts 
A little hero faces big challenges in the first book of this totally unique fantasy-adventure series. The first book in the 
Nnewts series follows the story of Herk, a lovable Nnewt who longs for stronger legs, something his mother and father 
wish they could give him. When his quaint village is attacked by the reptile Lizzarks, he's forced to flee his home and 
leave behind the only life he's ever known. Now, all alone and on the run, Herk navigates a dangerous world filled with 
strange creatures and mysterious wonders, where friends are few and an evil lord is in hot pursuit. 
 
 

J NON-FICTION 
J 331.892 Brimner  Strike!: The Farm Workers’ Fight for Their Rights 
In 1965, as the grapes in California’s Coachella Valley were ready to harvest, migrant Filipino American workers—who 
picked and readied the crop for shipping—negotiated a wage of $1.40 per hour, the same wage growers had agreed to 
pay guest workers from Mexico. But when the Filipino grape pickers moved north to Delano, in the Central Valley, and 
again asked for $1.40 an hour, the growers refused. The ensuing conflict set off one of the longest and most successful 
strikes in American history. 
 

J 616.393 Jarrow  Red Madness: How a Medical Mystery Changed What We Eat 
One hundred years ago, a mysterious and alarming illness spread across America's South, striking tens of thousands of 
victims. No one knew what caused it or how to treat it. People were left weak, disfigured, insane, and in some cases, 
dead. Award winning science and history writer Gail Jarrow tracks this disease, commonly known as pellagra, and 
highlights how doctors, scientists, and public health officials finally defeated it. Illustrated with 100 archival 
photographs, includes stories about real life pellagra victims and accounts of scientific investigations. 

 
J 770 Thomson  Photos Framed: A Fresh Look at the World’s Most Memorable Photographs 
Photographs can be beautiful or harrowing, honest or manipulative, dramatic or comforting. Photos Framed explores 
twenty-seven of the most important and vivid photos taken over the medium’s history, from a formal portrait of Louis 
Daguerre taken in 1844 to a candid shot of a Cuban girl and her doll in 2011. Readers are invited to use their powers of 
observation to zoom in on photographic elements, blow up details of the subject matter, think about the big picture, 
and pan out on the photographer. Photos Framed will open viewers’ eyes to the art of photography and its power to tell 
a story. 
 

J 782.4216 Robertson Legends, Icons  & Rebels: Music That Changed the World 
Music industry veterans Robbie Robertson, Jim Guerinot, Jared Levine and Sebastian Robertson invite younger readers 
to share the celebration of 27 musical legends. Carefully compiled like a great playlist, the line-up features originators, 
rebels and risk-takers across diverse genres. From Ray Charles to Johnny Cash, Chuck Berry to Bob Dylan, Robertson 
shares anecdotes about these artists and the influence they had on his own musical journey. Filled with personal stories 
of creativity and collaboration that will fascinate, enlighten and inspire music fans of all ages. 
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J 796.334 HOWARD  The Keeper: The Unguarded Story of Tim Howard 
In this heartwarming and candid memoir, US national soccer team goalkeeper Tim Howard does something he would 
never do on a soccer field: he drops his guard. Howard opens up for the first time about how a hyperactive kid from 
New Jersey with Tourette Syndrome defied the odds to become one of the world's premier goalkeepers. Howard 
managed to keep his condition in check well enough to be drafted by Major League Soccer right out of high school. 
After a successful seventeen-year professional soccer career, Howard became an overnight star during the 2014 World 
Cup in Brazil. His heroic performance in goal for the United States against Belgium, in which he saved an astonishing 
fifteen shots--the most for any goalkeeper in a World Cup game--made him a household name as well as a trending 
internet meme. In the course of 120 minutes, Howard went from a player known mainly by soccer fans to an American 
icon, loved by millions for his dependability, daring, and humility. 

 
J 796.522 Mills  The Adventure Gap: Changing the Face of the Outdoors 
In 2013, the first all-African American team of climbers, sponsored by the National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS), 
challenged themselves on North America's highest point, the dangerous and forbidding Denali, in Alaska. Mills uses 
Expedition Denali and its team members' adventures as a jumping-off point to explore how minority populations view 
their place in wild environments and to share the stories of those who have already achieved significant 
accomplishments in outdoor adventures--from Mathew Henson, a Black explorer who stood with Peary at the North 
Pole, to Kai Lightner, a teenage sport climber currently winning national competitions. The goal of the expedition, and 
now the book, is to inspire minority communities to look outdoors for experiences that will enrich their lives, and to 
encourage them toward greater environmental stewardship. 

 
J 940.54 Farrell  Pure Grit: How WWII Nurses in the Pacific Survived Combat and Prison Camp 
In the early 1940s, young women enlisted for peacetime duty as U.S. Army nurses. But when the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor in 1941 blasted the United States into World War II, 101 American Army and Navy nurses serving in the 
Philippines were suddenly treating wounded and dying soldiers while bombs exploded all around them. The women 
served in jerry-rigged jungle hospitals on the Bataan Peninsula and in underground tunnels on Corregidor Island. Later, 
when most of them were captured by the Japanese as prisoners of war, they suffered disease and near-starvation for 
three years. 
 
 
 
 

J BIOGRAPHY 
☼♪J BIO WOODSON  Brown Girl Dreaming 
Jacqueline Woodson, one of today's finest writers, tells the moving story of her childhood in mesmerizing verse. Raised 
in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, she shares what it 
was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her 
growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both accessible and 
emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child's soul as she searches for her place in the world. Woodson's 
eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with 
reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer she 
was to become. Praise for Jacqueline Woodson: Ms. Woodson writes with a sure understanding of the thoughts of 
young people, offering a poetic, eloquent narrative that is not simply a story, but a mature exploration of grown-up 
issues and self-discovery. 
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J BIO YOUSAFZAI  I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education & Changed the World 

 (Young Readers’ Edition) 
I Am Malala. This is my story. Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the Taliban took control of her region. They 
said music was a crime. They said women weren't allowed to go to the market. They said girls couldn't go to school. 
Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was taught to stand up for what she 
believes. So she fought for her right to be educated. And on October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for the cause: She 
was shot point-blank while riding the bus on her way home from school. No one expected her to survive. Now Malala is 
an international symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest ever Nobel Peace Prize nominee.  


