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MIDDLE SCHOOL 
J FICTION 
Blankman, Anne The Blackbird Girls 
On a spring morning, neighbors Valentina Kaplan and Oksana Savchenko wake up to an angry red sky. A 
reactor at the nuclear power plant where their fathers work--Chernobyl--has exploded. Before they know it, the 
two girls, who've always been enemies, find themselves on a train bound for Leningrad to stay with Valentina's 
estranged grandmother, Rita Grigorievna. In their new lives in Leningrad, they begin to learn what it means to 
trust another person. Oksana must face the lies her parents told her all her life. Valentina must keep her 
grandmother's secret, one that could put all their lives in danger. And both of them discover something they've 
wished for: a best friend. But how far would you go to save your best friend's life? Would you risk your own? 
(Libby)  
 
Connor, Leslie  Home for Goddesses and Dogs  
After the death of her mother, Lydia moves in with her aunts and learns to find a new family of inspiring women 
and loving dogs. ​(Hoopla, Libby) 
 
Gephart, Donna The Paris Project 
Cleveland Rosebud Potts has a plan. If she can check off the six items on her très important Paris Project List she 
will make it out of the small-minded and scorching town of Sassafras, Florida, to a rich and cultured life at The 
American School of Paris. Unfortunately, everything seems to conspire against Cleveland reaching her goal. 
Cleveland is ashamed of her father and angry that her mother and sister are never around because they have 
to work extra shifts to help out the family. Her Eiffel Tower tin has zero funds. And to top it all off, Cleveland's best 
friend Jenna Finch has decided she's too fancy for her and her neighbor Declan seems to be hiding something. 
 
Melleby, Nicole In the Role of Brie Hutchens 

When strong-willed, theatrical eighth grader Brie Hutchens tells a lie because she isn't quite ready to come out 
to her mother, she must navigate the consequences in her relationships with her family, friends, and faith in this 
own-voices LGBTQ novel from the acclaimed author of ​Hurricane Season​. 
 
Wiles, Deborah Anthem 
The remarkable story of two cousins who must take a road trip across American in 1969 in order to let a teen 
know he's been drafted to fight in Vietnam. Full of photos, music, and figures of the time, this is the masterful 
story of what it's like to be young and American in troubled times. ​(Libby) 
 
Wolk, Lauren  Echo Mountain 
When the Great Depression takes almost everything they own, Ellie's family is forced to leave their home in town 
and start over in the untamed forests of nearby Echo Mountain. Ellie has found a welcome freedom, and a love 
of the natural world, in her new life on the mountain. But there is little joy, even for Ellie, as her family struggles 
with the aftermath of an accident that has left her father in a coma. An accident unfairly blamed on Ellie. 
(​Libby)  
 
J MIDDLE SCHOOL COLLECTION 
Bigelow, Lisa  Hazel's Theory of Evolution 
Hazel knows a lot about the world. That's because when she's not hanging with her best friend, taking care of 
her dog, or helping care for the goats on her family's farm, she loves reading through dusty encyclopedias. But 
even Hazel doesn't have answers for the questions awaiting her as she enters eighth grade. What if no one at 
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her new school gets her, and she doesn't make any friends? What's going to happen to one of her moms, who's 
pregnant again after having two miscarriages? Why does everything have to change when life was already 
perfectly fine? As Hazel struggles to cope, she'll come to realize that sometimes you have to look within 
yourself-- instead of the pages of a book-- to find the answer to life's most important questions. ​(Libby) 
 
Colbert, Brandi The Only Black Girls in Town 
In a predominately white California beach town, the only two black seventh-graders, Alberta and Edie, find 
hidden journals that uncover family secrets and speak to race relations in the past. ​(Libby) 
 
Dee, Barbara Maybe He Just Likes You  
When boys in her class start touching seventh-grader Mila and making her feel uncomfortable, she does not 
want to tell her friends or mother until she reaches her breaking point. ​(Libby) 
 
Gino, Alex Rick 
Rick's never questioned much. He's gone along with his best friend Jeff even when Jeff's acted like a bully and 
a jerk. He's let his father joke with him about which hot girls he might want to date even though that kind of talk 
always makes him uncomfortable. And he hasn't given his own identity much thought, because everyone else 
around him seemed to have figured it out. ​(Hoopla, Libby) 
 
Hardinge, Frances Deeplight 
The gods are dead. Decades ago, they turned on one another and tore each other apart. Nobody knows why. 
But are they really gone forever? When 15-year-old Hark finds the still-beating heart of a terrifying deity, he risks 
everything to keep it out of the hands of smugglers, military scientists, and a secret fanatical cult so that he can 
use it to save the life of his best friend, Jelt. But with the heart, Jelt gradually and eerily transforms. How long 
should Hark stay loyal to his friend when he's becoming a monster--and what is Hark willing to sacrifice to save 
him? ​(Libby) 
 
Holt, K. A. Redwood and Ponytail 
Told in verse in two voices, with a chorus of fellow students, this is a story of two girls, opposites in many ways, 
who are drawn to each other; Kate appears to be a stereotypical cheerleader with a sleek ponytail and a 
perfectly polished persona, Tam is tall, athletic and frequently mistaken for a boy, but their deepening 
friendship inevitably changes and reveals them in ways they did not anticipate. ​(Hoopla, Libby)  
 
King, A.S.  The Year We Fell From Space  
Liberty Johansen is going to change the way we look at the night sky. Most people see the old constellations, 
the things they've been told to see. But Liberty sees new patterns, pictures, and possibilities. She's an exception. 
(Hoopla) 
 
Messner, Kate Chirp 
Moving to Vermont the summer after seventh grade, a young gymnast hides a secret as she makes new friends 
and investigates her grandmother's claim that someone is trying to destroy her cricket farm.  
 
Oppel, Kenneth  Bloom 
The invasion begins--but not as you'd expect. It begins with rain. Rain that carries seeds. Seeds that 
sprout--overnight, everywhere. These new plants take over crop fields, twine up houses, burrow below streets. 
They bloom--and release toxic pollens. They bloom--and form venus-fly-trap like pods that swallow animals and 
people. They bloom--everywhere, unstoppable. Or are they? ​(Libby)  
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Pancholy, Maulik The Best at It  
Rahul Kapoor is heading into seventh grade in a small town in Indiana. The start of middle school is making him 
feel increasingly anxious, so his favorite person in the whole world, his grandfather Bhai, gives him some 
well-meaning advice: Find one thing you're really good at. And become the BEST at it. ​(Libby)  
 
Park, Linda Sue Prairie Lotus 
Prairie Lotus is a powerful, touching, multilayered book about a girl determined to fit in and realize her dreams: 
getting an education, becoming a dressmaker in her father's shop, and making at least one friend. Acclaimed, 
award-winning author Linda Sue Park has placed a young half-Asian girl, Hanna, in a small town in America's 
heartland, in 1880. Hanna's adjustment to her new surroundings, which primarily means negotiating the 
townspeople's almost unanimous prejudice against Asians, is at the heart of the story. Narrated by Hanna, the 
novel has poignant moments yet sparkles with humor, introducing a captivating heroine whose wry, observant 
voice will resonate with readers. In Dakota Territory in the 1880s, half-Chinese Hanna and her white father face 
racism and resistance to change as they try to make a home for themselves. ​(Libby)  
 
Skrypuch, Marsha Forchuk  Don’t Tell the Nazis 
It is June 1941 and after the brutal rule of the Soviets the people of Krystia's small Ukrainian village are inclined to 
look on the German invaders as liberators; but soon the Nazis start rounding up Jewish Ukrainians, and Krystia is 
faced with a terrible choice--risk everything by helping her Jewish friends and neighbors to hide, or save herself 
and her family by doing nothing. ​(Hoopla) 
 
Vail, Rachel Bad Best Friend 
Eighth-grader Niki's best friend, Ava, dumps her just as life at home is becoming more complicated by her 
brother Danny's behavior and her mother's refusal to admit Danny is on the autism spectrum. ​(​Libby) 
 
Yun, Erin  Pippa Park Raises her Game 
In this modern reimagining of ​Great Expectations​, Korean American Pippa Park struggles to manage her 
grades, basketball, friendship and cyberbullying. ​(Libby, Hoopla) 
 
J FANTASY 
Mbalia, Kwame  Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in The Sky 
Seventh-grader Tristan Strong feels anything but strong ever since he failed to save his best friend when they 
were in a bus accident together. All he has left of Eddie is the journal his friend wrote stories in. Tristan is 
dreading the month he's going to spend on his grandparents' farm. But on his first night there, a sticky creature 
shows up and steals Eddie's notebook. Tristan chases after it, and a tug-of-war ensues between them 
underneath a Bottle Tree. In a last attempt to get it away from the creature, Tristan punches the tree, 
accidentally ripping open a chasm into the MidPass, a volatile place with a burning sea, haunted bone ships, 
and iron monsters. Tristan finds himself in the middle of a battle that has left black American folk heroes John 
Henry and Brer Rabbit exhausted. In order to get back home, Tristan and these new allies will need to entice 
the god Anansi, the Weaver, to come out of hiding. Can Tristan save this world before he loses more of the 
things he loves?​ (Hoo​pla, Libby) 
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J GRAPHIC  
Cabot, Meg Black Canary: Ignite 
Thirteen-year-old Dinah Lance is in a rock band with her two best friends and has a good relationship with her 
mom, but when a mysterious figure threatens her friends and family, she learns more about herself and her 
mother's secret past. ​(Hoopla) 
 
Palacio, R.J. White Bird  
In R. J. Palacio's bestselling collection of stories Auggie & Me, which expands on characters in Wonder, readers 
were introduced to Julian's grandmother, Grandmère. Here, Palacio makes her graphic novel debut with 
Grandmère's heartrending story: how she, a young Jewish girl, was hidden by a family in a Nazi-occupied 
French village during World War II; how the boy she and her classmates once shunned became her savior and 
best friend. ​(Libby)  
 
Searle, Sarah Winifred Sincerely, Harriet 
Harriet Flores struggles with boredom and an unrequited crush while learning to manage her chronic illness 
through a long, hot, 1990s summer in Chicago. She uses her imagination to cope, which sometimes gets her 
into trouble, as she makes up fantastical fibs and wonders if there are ghosts upstairs. One neighbor, Pearl, 
encourages Harriet to read and write, leading Harriet to have a breakthrough and discover the power of 
storytelling. ​(Hoopla, Libby) 
 
Tatulli, Mark The Big Break 
Andrew and Russ are best friends obsessed with finding the legendary Jersey Devil that supposedly lives in the 
Pine Barrens of New Jersey, right in their own backyards. They're even making a movie about their desperate 
search for any sign of the mythical creature. But when Russ starts spending less time on their movie, and more 
time with artsy, first-chair violinist Tara, Andrew feels the cracks in their friendship begin to form.​ (Libby)  
 
YA FICTION 
Armentrout, Jennifer Storm and Fury 
Eighteen-year-old Trinity may be going blind, but she can see and communicate with ghosts and spirits. Her gift 
is the reason she's been in hiding for years in a compound guarded by Wardens--shape-shifters who protect 
humankind from demons. If the demons discover the truth about Trinity, they'll devour her to enhance their 
powers. When Wardens from another clan arrive with reports that something is killing both demons ​and 
Wardens, Trinity's world implodes. Not the least because one of the outsiders is the most annoying and 
fascinating person she's ever met. Zayne has secrets of his own--but working together becomes imperative 
once demons breach the compound and Trinity's secret comes to light. To save her family and maybe the 
world, she'll have to trust Zayne. But all bets are off as a supernatural war is unleashed… ​(Hoopla, Libby) 
 
Collins, Suzanne Ballad of Snakes and Songbirds  
Ambition will fuel him. Competition will drive him.But power has its price.​It is the morning of the reaping that will 
kick off the tenth annual Hunger Games. In the Capitol, eighteen-year-old Coriolanus Snow is preparing for his 
one shot at glory as a mentor in the Games. The once-mighty house of Snow has fallen on hard times, its fate 
hanging on the slender chance that Coriolanus will be able to outcharm, outwit, and outmaneuver his fellow 
students to mentor the winning tribute. The odds are against him.​ (Hoopla, Libby) 
 
Drake, Julia  The Last True Poets of the Sea 
The Larkin family isn't just lucky-they persevere. At least that's what Violet and her younger brother, Sam, were 
always told. When the Lyric sank off the coast of Maine, their great-great-great-grandmother didn't drown like 
the rest of the passengers. No, Fidelia swam to shore, fell in love, and founded Lyric, Maine, the town Violet and 
Sam returned to every summer. But wrecks seem to run in the family: Tall, funny, musical Violet can't stop 
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partying with the wrong people. And, one beautiful summer day, brilliant, sensitive Sam attempts to take his 
own life. Shipped back to Lyric while Sam is in treatment, Violet is haunted by her family's missing piece-the lost 
shipwreck she and Sam dreamed of discovering when they were children. Desperate to make amends, Violet 
embarks on a wildly ambitious mission: locate the Lyric, lain hidden in a watery grave for over a century. 
(Hoopla, Libby)  
 
Emezi, Akwaeke  Pet 
In a near-future society that claims to have gotten rid of all monstrous people, a creature emerges from a 
painting seventeen-year-old Jam's mother created, a hunter from another world seeking a real-life monster. 
(Libby) 
 
Lee, Stacy  The Downstairs Girl  
1890, Atlanta. By day, seventeen-year-old Jo Kuan works as a lady's maid for the cruel Caroline Payne, the 
daughter of one of the wealthiest men in Atlanta. But by night, Jo moonlights as the pseudonymous author of a 
newspaper advice column for 'the genteel Southern lady. (Hoopla, Libby)   
 
Lee  Loki: Where Mischief Lies 
When Loki and Amora cause the destruction of one of Asgard's most prized possessions, Amora is banished to 
Earth, where her powers will slowly and excruciatingly fade to nothing. She was the only person who ever 
looked at Loki's magic as a gift instead of a threat; without her, he slips further into anguish and the shadow of 
his universally adored brother, Thor. When Asgardian magic is detected in relation to a string of murders on 
Earth, Odin sends Loki to investigate. His journey in nineteenth-century London leads to more than just a murder 
suspect-- it puts Loki on a path to discover the source of his power-- and who he's meant to be. ​(Hoopla, Libby)  
 
Preus Village of Scoundrels 
In the 1940s, remote Les Lauzes, France, houses Jews, unregistered foreigners, forgers, and others who take 
great risks to shelter refugees and smuggle them to safety in Switzerland. ​(Libby)  
 
Rothenberg, Jess The Kingdom 
Welcome to the Kingdom... where "Happily Ever After" isn't just a promise, but a rule. Glimmering like a jewel 
behind its gateway, The Kingdom(TM) is an immersive fantasy theme park where guests soar on virtual dragons, 
castles loom like giants, and bioengineered species--formerly extinct--roam free. Ana is one of seven Fantasists, 
beautiful "princesses" engineered to make dreams come true. When she meets park employee Owen, Ana 
begins to experience emotions beyond her programming including, for the first time... love. But the fairytale 
becomes a nightmare when Ana is accused of murdering Owen, igniting the trial of the century. Through 
courtroom testimony, interviews, and Ana's memories of Owen, emerges a tale of love, lies, and cruelty--and 
what it truly means to be human.​ (Libby) 
 
Scholte, Astrid  The Vanishing Deep 
Seventeen-year-old Tempe brings her dead sister back to life for twenty-four hours in hopes of unraveling the 
truth behind their parents' death.​ ​ (Libby)  
 
Smith, Sherri L.  The Blossom and The Firefly 
Japan 1945. Taro is a talented violinist and a kamikaze pilot in the days before his first and only mission. He 
believes he is ready to die for his country . . . until he meets Hana. Hana hasn't been the same since the day she 
was buried alive in a collapsed trench during a bomb raid. She wonders if it would have been better to have 
died that day . . . until she meets Taro. A song will bring them together. The war will tear them apart. Is it possible 
to live an entire lifetime in eight short days? 
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Watson, Sarah  Most Likely 
Ava, CJ, Jordan, and Martha (listed in alphabetical order out of fairness) have been friends since kindergarten. 
Now they're in their senior year, facing their biggest fears about growing up and growing apart. But there's 
more than just college on the horizon. One of these girls is destined to become the president of the United 
States. The mystery, of course, is which girl gets the gig. ​(​Libby) 
 
White, Kiersten  The Guinevere Deception 
Princess Guinevere has come to Camelot to wed a stranger: the charismatic King Arthur. With magic clawing 
at the kingdom's borders, the great wizard Merlin conjured a solution-- send in Guinevere to be Arthur's wife... 
and his protector from those who want to see the young king's idyllic city fail. The catch? Guinevere's real 
name-- and her true identity-- is a secret. She is a changeling, a girl who has given up everything to protect 
Camelot. Arthur's knights believe they are strong enough to face any threat, but Guinevere knows it will take 
more than swords to keep Camelot free. But when your whole existence is a lie, how can you trust even 
yourself?​ ​(Libby) 
 
Wilson, Kip White Rose 
Tells the story of Sophie Scholl, a young German college student who challenges the Nazi regime during World 
War II as part of the White Rose, a non-violent resistance group. Disillusioned by the propaganda of Nazi 
Germany, Sophie Scholl, her brother, and his fellow soldiers formed the White Rose. A non-violent resistance 
group, they write and distribute anonymous letters criticizing the Nazi regime and calling for action from their 
fellow German citizens. When Sophie and her brother are arrested for treason and interrogated for information 
about their collaborators, they know that speaking out against Hitler's regime is punishable by death. Is it too 
late to try to save their lives?​ (Libby)  
 
Williams, Kate M. The Babysitter's Coven 
After new student Cassandra Heaven joins seventeen-year-old Esme Pearl's babysitters club, the girls learn that 
being a babysitter really means a heroic lineage of superpowers, magic rituals, and saving the innocent from 
evil. ​(Libby) 
 
YA GRAPHIC  
Rowell, Rainbow Pumpkinheads  
Deja and Josiah are seasonal best friends. Every autumn, all through high school, they've worked together at 
the best pumpkin patch in the whole wide world. They say good-bye every Halloween, and they're reunited 
every September 1. But this Halloween is different -- Josiah and Deja are finally seniors, and this is their last 
season at the pumpkin patch. Their last shift together. Their last good-bye. Josiah's ready to spend the whole 
night feeling melancholy about it. Deja isn't ready to let him. She's got a plan. ​(Libby)  
 
Yang, Gene Luen Dragon Hoops  
Gene understands stories--comic book stories, in particular. Big action. Bigger thrills. And the hero always 
wins.But Gene doesn't get sports. As a kid, his friends called him "Stick" and every basketball game he played 
ended in pain. He lost interest in basketball long ago, but at the high school where he now teaches, it's all 
anyone can talk about. Once Gene gets to know these young all-stars, he realizes that their story is just as 
thrilling as anything he's seen on a comic book page. He knows he has to follow this epic to its end. What he 
doesn't know yet is that this season is not only going to change the Dragons's lives, but his own life as well. 
(Libby) 
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